
First Presbyterian Church of Green Cove Springs 

                300 Gum Street, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 

(904) 284-9261 

www.firstpresgcs.org    admin@firstpresgcs.org 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 

Worship Services 
              8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday at the 8:00 am service and on the first Sunday of each month at the 10:30 am service 
9:00 am Sunday School Classes for all ages 

    

 
 

 

 

 

   
   
     

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Empowered by Resurrection & Christ’s Return 
 

Although the temperatures are not changing for us Floridians anytime soon, the 
beginning of the school year is almost upon us.  In the next couple of weeks, our children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren will have beginning of the year events to attend at their schools.  Even though the 
school year hasn’t begun, it feels like it is already happening.  Have you thought about how we can be 
impacted by something that hasn’t even happened yet?   
     By the time you read this, I will have preached two sermons about end of time events in the book of 1 
Thessalonians.  It’s something that Paul was particularly concerned about in the Thessalonian church.  In 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18, Paul was speaking into their misunderstanding of the resurrection.  The Thessalonian 
church thought the resurrection was a second best option, something you had to settle for if you couldn’t 
live until Christ’s return.  In 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, the subject was about Christ’s return.  The Thessalonian 
church wanted to know when Christ was to return, like a date and a time.  In both texts, Paul not only 
corrected their misconceptions, but he taught them how they were empowered by the issue they were 
concerned about.   
     With both resurrection and Christ’s return, the Christian church is empowered by something that hasn’t 
happened.  Resurrection empowers us to live a life of purpose and intention.  What we do in this life 
matters, but no matter what happens, we play life with a safety net.  Resurrection will not be taken from us.  
Although Christ’s return is similar, Paul used this teaching to remind the church that although they don’t 
know the date of Christ’s return, they will not be surprised.  They are children of the day, of the light.   
     We have many questions to ponder.  Do we feel empowered by our future experiences with Christ?  Are 
we living in light of God’s future realities?  Do we live our lives trusting in God in a way that compels us 
toward action for Christ’s coming Kingdom?  We are children of the light.  More and more, we need to live 
into that identity.  It’s our task to work for Christ’s Kingdom wherever God leads us.  School, work, home, 
and away all create opportunities for us to believe our identity and live into that reality.   
If you want to talk about this, make an appointment with me.  I would love to think and dream with you.   

Joyfully, 
   

 
 

THE FLAME   -   AUGUST 2017 

The Mission of our church is:  To share the love of Jesus Christ with all people. 

We will accomplish this through: 
Joyful worship Education for all ages  Community outreach with a particular emphasis on children and the poor 

  Providing an authentic sense of family in times of fellowship and crisis 
 

http://www.firstpresgcs.org/
mailto:firstpresgcs@bellsouth.net


  

Monday August 14th at 7 pm in the Friendship Hall. 
  All women are invited to attend. 

 

 
      

Please consider joining us Saturday August 12th at 8 am for a wonderful 
breakfast, fellowship and a chance to share your gifts to aid us in our 

Christian Mission! All men invited to attend. 
 

 

Local Missions  Report  
Through the Local Missions Committee you provide financial support to two local support and 

referral organizations; Mercy Support Services and Sacred Heart Outreach. Through these connections 

you have an ongoing part in providing essential life services to families in crisis or referral to other 

organizations for emergency needs. The current committee has determined to continue the ongoing 

support for these two organizations which was begun under prior leadership, and wishes to thank 

previous committees and leadership for having initiated these connections. 

There are several other recent and short term forward looking activities I would like to tell you 

about, some of which we will be making a call for, and giving you opportunity to volunteer time 

and/or donate specific items as the plans are firmed up and specific item needs are identified. 

1. We recently joined with Presbyterian Women to support a Back Pack project sponsored by 

Living Waters Church with a joint donation of $200.00 to purchase school supplies to go with 

the back packs. 

2. We have committed to support the Salvation Army in two of their Christmas Season projects 

this fall/winter:  

A.  Leonard Hatch will coordinate Bell ringing on December 8 and 9 between the hours of 

10am and 8pm at the Winn-Dixie store on US17 in Green Cove Springs,  and  

B. Gidget Guice will coordinate another Local Missions/Presbyterian Women project filling 

Christmas Stockings. You will receive specific information as to needs as they are 

identified. 

3.  Kathy Lewis will coordinate a 90 day trial period with Mercy Support Services “Adopt-A-

Supportive-Home” project. We are in the early stages of this project, but anticipate it may 

move fairly quickly. As we identify specific needs we will bring that information. We are 

already in discussion with members of PW and anticipate opportunity for the PMen’s 

Breakfast Group for joint support in this project in addition to volunteer opportunities 

available to the entire congregation. 

 

I appreciate the cards, the prayer shawl and the prayers 
after my recent fall and hip repair surgery. 

   Thank you, 
    Carolyn Russ 



 

 

Sunday, August 6th after 10:30 Service in the Friendship 

Hall.  Everyone is invited. Bring a side dish or dessert, the 

Fellowship Committee will be providing Hamburgers, Hot 

Dogs, Chips, Baked Beans, Watermelon and Drinks.  

Plan on attending this annual event for food and fellowship. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT YTD as of June 30, 2017 

Donations: $129,004.90  Fund Balances:  
Disbursements: ($142,166.76)  Operating $5,662.07 
Net Profit (Loss):   ($13,161.86)  Reserve $7,016.85 
   Designated/Memorial $14,619.72 

The Designated/Memorial Account is a specific account from donations that are Designated Funds. 

OUR STAFF: 
Rev. Mark Hults  Pastor    mhults@gmail.com 
Jacquelyn Mizeur  Administrative Assistant admin@firstpresgcs.org 
Nita Moores   Financial Secretary  financialsec@firstpresgcs.org 
Sandra Royal   Director of Music 
Donna Jones   Pianist 
Faith Winston  Organist 
Patti Knoff   Nursery Attendant 

OUR MINISTRY LEADERS: 
Clerk of Session   Ed Kelly   ekelly@rtlaw.com 
Pastor/Moderator  Rev. Mark Hults  mhults@gmail.com office 284-9261 cell 524-1613 
Buildings & Grounds Richard Knoff, 2019  (904) 699-1072 
Christian Ed/ Youth Roger Spann, 2019  rjspann@sbcglobal.net 
Fellowship   Kathy Lewis, 2018  Kathy.lynn@outlook.com 
Finance   Bob Higel, 2018  bhigel@aol.com 
Global Mission  Sandy Hatch, 2017  (904) 284-2220 
Local Mission  Doug Land, 2019  wlland@yahoo.com  
Outreach   Sandra Royal, 2018  sRoyal225@gmail.com 
Stewardship   Terrie Swanson, 2017 (904) 334-8273 
Worship   Norm Magyar, 2017  magyarn@bellsouth.net 

Annual Attendance Averages 

2017 Jan Feb Mar Apr* May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Avg. 

1st 32 31 36 35 37 42 29 
     

36 

2nd 98 95 76 97 85 86 72 
     

90 

Avg. 130 126 112 132 122 127 101 
     

125 
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